
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAME:____________________________________ 

 

 

DATE: ____________________________________ 

 

 

SCHOOL:_________________________________ 

 

 

 

ENJOY THESE 2018 ACTIVITIES AT STRAWBERY 
BANKE MUSEUM!  

 
 

July 4th: An American Celebration 
A real old-fashioned, fabulous 4th of July! Complete with 

children’s parade, traditional games and crafts, historic garden 
tours, music, living history, food and fun for all.  

July 4, 2018 10:00-2:00p.m. 
 

Ghosts on the Banke: A Family Event 
Come and meet the Ghosts on the Banke at Strawbery 
Banke’s famous Halloween celebration.  Long-dead sea 
captains, 18th–century shopkeepers and wayward pirates 

haunt the streets and houses of Portsmouth’s oldest 
neighborhood as you trick-or-treat safely from house to 

historic house. 
October 26 & 27, 2018  5:30-8:00p.m. 

 
New Hampshire Fall Festival 

Celebrate harvest time with Strawbery Banke’s annual New 
Hampshire Fall Festival. Experience a traditional New 

England country fair complete with demonstrations from 
craftspeople, heritage breed and farm animal exhibits, farm 

animal and livestock demonstrations, special autumn activities 
for kids.  Fun for all ages! 

October 6, 2018  10:00am – 5:00pm 

 
Candlelight Stroll 

Stroll through life in a simpler time as 350 years of American 
history, winter traditions, and holiday celebrations unfolds 

around you in New Hampshire's oldest waterfront 
neighborhood. Bring the whole family for a wholesome stroll 

through the sights, sounds, and smells of New England's 
favorite holiday season. 

December 1, 8, 15  5:00pm-9:00pm 
December 2, 9, 16  4:00pm-8:00pm 

 
www.strawberybanke.org 

education@strawberybanke.org 
(603) 433-1100 

 

http://www.strawberybanke.org/
mailto:education@strawberybanke.org


Word Bank 

Cookstove     Plants  

Sherburne     Wool 

Cooper          Portsmouth 

Trade             Immigrants 

Salt                Ration 

Servants        Hotel 

WELCOME TO STRAWBERY BANKE! 
Before you begin your tour, please take a few minutes to read 

through the expectations that we have for our student visitors. 

 

 

 

ENJOY YOUR DAY! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Students will stay with 

their chaperones and 

let the adults enter 

the buildings first. 

 

 

2. Students will be 
respectful of the 

objects, plants and 

buildings at the 

museum. 

 

 

3. Students will leave 
food, drinks, gum and 

candy outside the 

buildings. 

 

 

4. Students will ask lots 
of questions and have 

fun!  
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What Did You Learn at Strawbery Banke? 

Across 

2. During World War II, you would need _________ stamps to purchase 

canned goods. 

5. In 1653, Strawbery Banke changed its name to 

___________________________. 

7. In the eighteenth century, people used both sugar and ________ to preserve 

foods to make them last longer. 

11. In 1795, you could visit the Shapley Shop and bring something to 

___________ in exchange for goods you wanted to buy at the store. 

12. The oldest house at Strawbery Banke is the __________ House. 

 

Down 

1.  Ethnobotanical means the study of _________ to learn about culture. 

3. Mr. and Mrs. Shapiro are called ____________ because they moved from 

Ukraine to live in America. 

4. Three natural fibers that can be spun into thread are flax, cotton and  

____________. 

6. Mary Rider had a _____________ , which helped her cook more efficiently 

than an open hearth. 

8. The Goodwin family had ___________ to help them cook meals and keep 

house. 

9. A Tavern is the 18th-century version of a _________. 

10. A ____________ made barrels, casks and butter churns in the 1700s. 

 

 



SHAPLEY-DRISCO HOUSE 
 

The 1950s 

Do you know anyone who was 
a child during the 1950s? How 
old is this person today? 
 
 
The Pridham Family lived in one 
side of the house in the 1950s.  
Look carefully in the living room.  
Can you find an object that the 
family used for entertainment? 
 
How about heating their home? 
 
 
Can you see something they used to communicate with the 
outside world? 
 

 
The 1790s 

John Shapley, his wife and three daughters lived in this house in 
1795.  Technology might have been different, but people still had 
the same basic needs.  What objects do you see in the parlor that 
the Shapleys would use for entertainment?  Heating?  
Communication? 
 
 
 
The Shapleys also owned a shop.  People did not always have 
money so many people brought things to trade for goods instead. 
 
 

Pretend that it is 1795 and you are a farmer 
from a village in New Hampshire.  What 
might you bring from your farm to trade 
for goods at Shapley Shop? 

 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

 
FURNISHED HOMES    Page # 

 Chase House (1818)………………………..6 

 Goodwin Mansion (1870)……………….…..5 

 Marden-Abbott Store (1943)……………….12 

 Pitt Tavern (1777)……………………………9 

 Rider-Wood House (1830s)……………...…7 

 Shapiro House (1919)………………………8 

 Shapley-Drisco House (1795 & 1950s)..….17 
 

DEMONSTRATIONS (see Visitor’s Guide for open times and 
locations) 

 Cooper  (Dinsmore Shop – Usually open M – Th) 

 Textile Weaving ………………………………….…11 

 Basket Weaving (Jones House) 

 Hearth Cooking - Wheelwright House………13 
 

EXHIBIT BUILDINGS 
 Lowd House……………………………...…...15 

(Tools & Craftsmanship) 

 Sherburne House………………………….…16 
(17

th
-Century House Construction) 

 Jackson House……………………………….14 
(Historic Preservation) 

 Winn House (often closed for workshops) 

 
GARDENS (Please see Visitor’s Guide Map for locations) 

 Goodwin Garden  

 Ethnobotanical Teaching Garden…………..10 

 Rider-Wood Yard  

 Shapiro Kitchen Garden  

 Sherburne Garden  

 Thomas Bailey Aldrich Garden  

 Victorian-Era Greenhouse 

 Victorian Children’s Garden 

 Victory Garden 
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Some of the very first 

colored televisions were 

sold in 1954 for 

$1000.  That is almost  

like spending $8000 on a  

TV set today! 
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SHAPLEY-DRISCO  

HOUSE 

WHEELWRIGHT HOUSE 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHERBURNE HOUSE 

 
This house is the oldest home at 
the museum.  It was built over 300 
years ago in 1695!  This was the 
home of Joseph Sherburne who 
lived here until 1745. 
 
 
 
One of the ways that we can learn about how people lived in the 
past is through the records they left behind.  A probate inventory  
is a record of everything that was owned by a person at the time 
of his or her death. 
 
 
What can you learn from the items below that were listed in 
Mr. Sherburne’s probate inventory? 
 
 

1 Large Bible         Potatoes 
2 Law Books         Turnips 
Sundry Books         Cabbage 
A parcel of Latin Books       Onions 
Spade & Hoe         Carrots 

 
 
 
  
---Do you think that he was an educated man?  Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
---What time of year do you think the inventory was taken? 
Why? 

 

 

1620 

1630 

1653 

1695 SHERBURNE HOUSE 

1754 The French and Indian 

War begins in 

America. 

Ben Franklin invents 

 the Franklin Stove. 
1744 

1775 
The American 

Revolution begins 

with the “Shot Heard 

‘Round the World.” 

1780 

1788 
Massachusetts and New 

Hampshire become the 6th 

and 9th states. 

George Washington is 

President. (1789-1797) 

1789 

1795 

English settle at Plimoth  

Plantation in Massachusetts. 

Laconia Company colonists 

settle at Strawbery Banke. 

Strawbery Banke petitions the 

Massachusetts General Court for 

permission to change its name to 

Portsmouth. 

Massachusetts Colony gains 

control of New Hampshire. 
1641 

The first slave in 
Portsmouth appears in 

the records. 

England forms New 

Hampshire as a separate 

royal colony. 

1645 

1679 

1690 

1756 The New Hampshire Gazette 

is formed and was at one time 

the "oldest newspaper of 

continuous publication in the 

United States." 

TIMELINE 

The Falkland, a warship, is 

constructed for the British Navy, 

creating an industry that is 

important in Portsmouth’s history. 

3 16 



WALSH HOUSE 

CHASE HOUSE 

RIDER-WOOD HOUSE 

GOODWIN MANSION 

THOMAS BAILEY 
ALDRICH HOUSE 
opens as a museum 

SHAPIRO HOUSE 

ABBOTT STORE 

LOWD HOUSE 
 

There were no power tools 200 years ago.  
Every house, mantelpiece, door, window, 
ship, wagon, bed and chair was handmade.  
Portsmouth was full of craftsmen who earned their living by 
making and building things by hand.   

 
The names of some of the popular trades in 
Portsmouth in the 1700s are listed below.  As you 
look around the exhibit, try to figure out which 
craftsman would make which product.  Connect 

the trades and the products that go together. 

  
   TRADE      PRODUCTS 
 
Blockmaker Barrels, casks, butter churns 
 
Cooper   Houses, doors, window frames 
 
Cabinetmaker Pulley system to lift heavy 

objects on board a ship 
 
Carpenter  Tables, chairs and bedsteads 

 
 
 

We often have a few craftsmen 
working on site at the museum. 

 
Dinsmore Cooper & Weaving at 

Cotton House 
 

As you are walking around, check to 
see if these places are open! 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cabinetmakers 

worked hard! 
A simple chair might 

require thirty to thirty-

five hours of work while 

a fancy desk with an 

attached bookcase might 

take 600 hours.  That is 

like working for 25 days 

straight! 

13 1945 
1802 

1818 

1820 

1876 

1870 

1861 

1830 

1879 

1908 

1965 

1955 

1917 

1919 

1920 

1941 

1943 

Abraham Lincoln is 

president (1861-1865) and 

the Civil War begins. 

Maine becomes the 23rd state 

in the union. 

Thomas Edison patents his 

incandescent light bulb. 

Alexander Graham Bell 

invents the telephone. 

The United States enters 

World War I. 

Women win the right 

 to vote. 

The United States enters 

World War II. 

Ray Kroc opens the first 

MacDonald’s. 

Strawbery Banke Museum 

opens to the public. 

15 4 

1865 The 13th Amendment 

outlaws slavery in the 

United States 



GOODWIN MANSION 
 

Stand outside this house and look at 
the building.  Who do you think lived 
inside this home in 1870?  Was the 
person wealthy? poor?  Go inside and 
find out! 
 
 
 
The Goodwins employed Irish servants. 
Irish immigrants did not have 
much choice about the jobs they 
did in America.  If they did not 
want to work in a factory, a 
domestic servant was one of the 
only other choices for an Irish girl.   
 

 
 
What is the difference 
between a servant and a 
slave? 
 
 

Servants were responsible for preparing meals for the family.  
How did the Goodwin servants cook food? 
 
 
 
Servants had to clean up after meals.  How did the 
Goodwin servants wash the breakfast dishes? 
 

 

One of Mrs. Goodwin’s hobbies was gardening.  Be sure to 
spend some time in the gardens on your way out and say 
hello to Mrs. Goodwin if you see her.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In New England in 1872, 
domestic servants 

were paid an average of $3.48 
per week.  In addition, they got 
a place to sleep and food to eat. 

A common sign to see in New 
England cities. 

5 
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JACKSON HOUSE 
 
When you step inside this building you will notice  
right away that looks very different from  
other structures you have seen at Strawbery  
Banke.  That is because it is has not been  
restored yet.  Believe it or not, this is what all 
 the houses looked like before they became museum exhibits. 
 

All of the buildings you will visit had 
families living in them from the time they 
were built through the 1970s.  Over time, 
each house had lots of changes in 
wallpaper, paint, floor coverings and room 
usage.  Sometimes the only way we can 
tell what a house looked like in the past is 
by becoming building detectives and 
searching for evidence that has been left 
behind. 

 

HOW CAN YOU BE A BUILDING DETECTIVE? 
 

1. Look for ghosts!  We can often tell where there was once a 
window, carpet or shelf even if it is no longer there by looking 
for the shadow that it leaves on the wood.  There are many 
signs of “ghosts” in this house.  Look above mantles and in 
closets. 

 
2. Pay attention to layers!  People in the past enjoyed changing 

the colors and style of their homes as much as we do today.  
The more people repaint or change the wallpaper, the more 
layers are left on the walls.  By analyzing each layer, we can 
figure out what the house looked like at a particular time.  As 
you look around the house notice the many layers of wall 
paper.  How many different kinds can you count? 

 

3. Uncover evidence!  When people live in houses, they always 
leave behind clues that can tell us about what their lives were 
like.  For example, we know that the residents left evidence on 
the floors that tell us they had trouble with mice and with 
keeping their homes warm.  Can you figure out what this 
evidence is?  HINT: Look for old containers and boxes on the 
floors.  The residents attached them to the floor where there 
were holes to keep out drafts and critters. 



WHEELWRIGHT HOUSE 
 
Having enough food to eat was just as 
important in the 1700s as it is today.  Visit the 
Wheelwright kitchen to learn more about how 
people gathered, cooked and preserved food in 
a time before there were grocery stores and 
refrigerators. 
 
 
What is cooking in the kitchen today? 
 
 
Foods like meat and vegetables will not stay fresh for very long 
without doing something to preserve them.  Find the 
cod fish and the corn on the table.  How is each 
one being preserved to last longer? 

 
 
 
 

 
The next room in the house is the parlor.  The objects that you 
 will find are called reproductions.  That means they were not 
made long ago, but they look and feel just like things people 
 used in the past.  Since they are not old, you can touch them! 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHASE HOUSE 
 
This is the home of the Chase family who lived here in 1818.  Do 
you think that children ever lived in this home?  List all the 
objects that you see that might have 
belonged to a baby or child. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What do you imagine children  
did for fun in this house in 1818?  
 
 
 
 
How are children’s toys and 
games today similar to those of 
the past?  How are they different? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
What toys, games or hobbies would you miss most if you 
lived in this time?  List them below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

13 13 
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I have passed the whole day 
in my room.  It has not been 

cold, and by the help of a foot 
stove and a few shawls I have 
set here quite comfortably all 

day.  I have neither studied 
nor worked any.  I have 

passed my time reading and 
writing. 

 

--- Rachel Van Dyke, 

December 20, 1810 

People in the past found uses for 
many things that we might throw 
away like cornhusks.  They used 

the husks to stuff mattresses.  They 
also used straw or sometimes 
goose feathers.  Try out the 

mattresses in Mr. Wheelwright’s 
parlor.  Can you identify the 
material that was used for 

stuffing each mattress?  Which 
one do you prefer? 

javascript:edit(10175)


RIDER-WOOD HOUSE & SHOP 
 
This is the home of Mary Rider who was an immigrant from 
England.  Mary and her husband probably came to America to 
own property and run a business.  Mary was not a very wealthy 
woman, but she did save enough money to buy new gadgets that 
were available in the 1830s. 

 
 
Look in the kitchen and you will see one of her 

biggest purchases---the cookstove! 
 
 

Compare the 1830s kitchen to your kitchen at home.  List how you 
do these chores at home.  Then imagine you are one of Mary 
Rider’s nieces or nephews.  How will you do the same chore in 
her home?  Fill in the chart below.  An example is provided. 
       

CHORE TODAY 1830s 

Fill a pot with water 

 

Use a faucet in the 

sink 

Draw water from 

a well 

Cook meals 

 

  

Clean dishes 

 

  

Keep food cold 

 

  

Clean clothes 

 

  

Get light when it is  

dark 
 

  

 

 

Upstairs in the bedrooms, you will 
see ceramic bowls under the beds.  
What are these pots used for?  If 
you need a hint (or even if you 
don’t) go into Mary Rider’s 
backyard.  Take a look inside. 
 

ABBOTT STORE 
 

Now you are going to go shopping in 
1943 during World War II.  Because 
it is wartime, you need special ration 
stamps to buy certain things. 
Find the person watching the 
store and ask to see some ration 
stamps.  Learn about rationing 
before you begin shopping. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Pretend that your mother sent you 
to Abbott store to get groceries.  
She gave you three quarters, a 

ration book filled with stamps and 
the grocery list below.  Look 

around the store.  
 

 
 

 
 

How much does each one of these items 
cost?   

 
 

Do you have enough money to buy 
them?   
 

 
How many ration stamps do you need?   
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The first toilet 
paper was invented in 1857  

but did not really catch on for 
over 20 years.  Before toilet 

paper, people used cornhusks, 
corncobs, newspapers and the 
pages from old magazines and 

catalogues. 

 
Although the M & Ms 

advertising slogan  
"Melts in your mouth, 
not in your hand,"®  

was not used until 1954, 
American soldiers 

already knew that it was 
true. During  

World War II, M & Ms 
were a convenient snack 
that traveled well in any 

climate. 

= 75¢ 
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1 Loaf of Bread 

 

1 Can of Pears 

 

1 Box of Raisins 

 

 

 



WEAVING DEMONSTRATION 
 

Strawbery Banke’s weaving exhibit shows how people made cloth 
before there were factories.   

 
 
Weaving is making cloth by interlacing two 
sets of threads that have special names 
called warp and weft.    Can you find out 
which one is the thread held tight and 
which one goes from side to side? 
 

 
 
A loom is a tool that helps in the weaving 
process.  Most looms in the 1700s and 
1800s were large barn looms like the one 
you see in this house.  You can try out one 
of the smaller looms and see what it was 
like to weave cloth. 
 
 

 
Throughout time, people made thread through the process of 
spinning.  They could spin many natural fibers into thread, 
including cotton, wool and flax.  Can you match the picture with 
the name of the fiber from which it comes? 
 
 
FLAX 
 
WOOL  
 
COTTON 
 

 
 

HINT:  Flax and cotton come from plants. 
 

 

SHAPIRO HOUSE 
 

You are entering the home of the Shapiro family who were Jewish 
immigrants about 100 years ago.  They left the Ukraine and 
traveled to America to start a new life in Portsmouth, NH.   
 
 
Imagine that you have to move to a new 
country.  Describe how you might feel? 
 
 
 
 
What do you think would be the  
hardest part about being an 
 immigrant? 
 

 

 

 

 

As you pass through the dining room, look at the 
pictures of the real Shapiro family who lived in this 

house.  Can you find Mollie’s picture? 
 

 
As you go through the house, you will see evidence 

of the Shapiro’s Jewish and American heritage.  
List some of the things that you see below. 

 

  JEWISH   AMERICAN 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"The atmosphere was so 

thick and dense with 

smoke and bodily odors 

that your head itched, 

and when you went to 

scratch your head . . . 

you got lice in your 

hands." 
 

~ Sophia Kreitzberg, a Russian 
Jewish immigrant talking about 

her boat trip to America in 1908 

11 
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PITT TAVERN 
 
You are entering a hotel from 1777.  This building was here  
during the American Revolution!  Local people as well as  
travelers stopped in at the tavern to share news, have meals  
and spend the night. 
 
 

Can you think of three ways that  
you might arrive at the Tavern if 
 you lived in the 1700s? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not all people who came to America 
did so by choice.  James and Fortune 
were enslaved men who lived and 
worked at Mr. Staver’s taverns.  As 

slaves, they were owned by the Stavers’ family and made to work 
at domestic tasks.  What do you imagine were some of James 
and Fortune’s responsibilities at Pitt Tavern? 
 
 
 
Although enslaved people had very 
few choices, Fortune decided to do 
the only thing he could to change 
his situation.  He ran away. 
 
--How do you think it would feel 
to be a slave?   
 
 
--What were some of the dangers that Fortune would face as 
a runaway slave?  If you were Fortune, would you try to 
escape?  
 

ETHNOBOTANICAL GARDEN 
 
You are now standing in the ethnobotanical garden.  With the help 
of these plants, you can travel the world!  This garden presents 
plants used in foods and traditional medicine all over the world. 

 
The flowers in this 
garden are 
grouped by region 
of the world 
where they were 
first grown. Do 
you know your 
continents? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Can you find any plants that you recognize either by sight or 
smell?  List them below.  (TIP:  To smell a plant, touch the leaf gently 

and then smell your hand so you don’t have to pick the plant.) 
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In 1797, the 
Flying Stagecoach 
made the journey 

from Portsmouth to 
Boston in 15 hours. 

That means the 

Stagecoach traveled 
an average 

speed of about 

4.5 miles/hour. 

   

On May 11, 1764 the 
New Hampshire 

Gazette advertised: 

Ran-away -- Negro 

Boy named Fortune, 

  Age 16, wearing 

a Red Jacket and 

  Canvas 

Trowsers.... 
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   Ethnobotanical… 
What does that mean!? 

 

Ethno has to do with culture. 
Botanical has to do with studying plants. 

 
So it means: 

Studying plants to learn about culture 

Put a          on North and 

South America. 

 

Put a     on Europe. 

 

Make a          on Asia 

 

Label Africa with a  

Did you know?  
People have been using 

plants as medicines for 

thousands of years and 

many modern medicines 

are based on the chemistry 

of traditional plant 

medicines! Outside the garden, 

there is a podium with 

a map on it. Inside, 

you will find a detailed 

guide to the plants. 
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